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in form of a crescent.   They had no squadron of reserve, and therefore
their line being much wider, they far outfronted the Christians, which is
a great advantage in battle.    Hali was in the centre, facing Don John
of Austria;   Petauch was his second;   Louchali and Siroch commanded
the two wings against Doria and Barbarigo.   Don John gave the signal
of battle by hanging out the banner sent him from the pope, on which
the image of Christ crucified was embroidered.    The Christian generals
harangued their soldiers in few words, then made a sign for prayers;   at
which the soldiers fell on their knees before a crucifix, and continued in
that posture in fervent prayer till the fleets drew near to each other, when
at a second signal the battle began.    The Turks bore down with great
rapidity on the Christians, being assisted by a brisk gale of wind which
promised them the greatest advantage possible, especially as they were
superior in  numbers and in the extent of their front.    But the wind,
which before was very strong, fell just as the fight began, was succeeded
by a calm, and this soon after by a high wind entirely favourable to the
Christians, which carried the smoke and fire of their artillery upon the
enemy, almost blinded them, and at length quite bore them down.   The
battle was most obstinate and bloody, and the victory the most complete
that ever was gained over the Ottoman empire.   After three hours' fight
with equal advantage, the left wing, commanded by Barbarigo, got the
better and sunk the galley which Siroch was in, who had fought to
admiration.    His loss so dispirited his squadron that, being vigorously
pressed by the Venetians it gave way and made towards the coast.   Don
John, seeing this advantage of his right wing, was animated with new
courage, doubled his fire, and killed Hali, the Turkish general, boarded
his galley, pulled down his flag, and cried, Victory;   after which it was
no longer a fight but a perfect slaughter in the centre, the Turks suffering
themselves to be killed without making any resistance.   Louchali, indeed,
by his numbers and wider front, kept Doria and the right wing at a dis-
tance till, the Marquess of Sainte Croix coming up to join him, the Turk
made all the sail he could and escaped by flight with thirty galleys, all
the rest being either taken or sunk*1    This battle was fought on the
7th of October 1571, and continued from about six in the morning till
evening, when the approaching darkness and the roughness of the sea
obliged the Christians to betake themselves to the next havens.    The
Turks, with their haughty emperor, were seized with the utmost con-
sternation at the news of their dreadful overthrow;   and the city of
Constantinople was as much alarmed as if the enemy had been at the
gates; many of the inhabitants carried their treasures to the Christians
tb kebp for them, as if the town had been already in their hands*   The
infidels, who, ekted by their rapid conquests in the East, had already

1 See Gratiaai's Histoty of Cyprus.